Teaching the Palestinian/Israeli Conflict: A Multiple Narratives Approach

Introduction

Israel/Palestine was home to ancient civilizations and was the birthplace of three major religions. Like much of the Middle East, the territory known as Palestine was controlled by foreign powers until after WWII, and in 1948 the modern state of Israel was created. Since then, Israelis and Palestinians have fought over the territory, over which both groups have long- standing claims. War, violence and occupation have characterized much of the history, and unfolding events continue to contribute to the exacerbation of the conflict. This conflict is central to many of the political and diplomatic relationships in the Middle East, making its resolution both difficult and necessary.
 The Palestinian-Israeli conflict is the longest standing in the contemporary world. The conflict has surpassed the 60th year of ongoing conflict between the two people. While many people label/interpret this as a religious conflict, the problem started and continues to revolve around land and the right to self-determination. There is a long history that precedes the creation of the Israeli state in 1948 and one that has continued until today, which makes up this controversial period of world history. This unit will attempt to cover the major periods/events that make up the history, as well as cover the key issues standing in the way of resolution. Additionally, an attempt will be made to provide students with as many perspectives on the conflict as possible so they understand how deeply seeded beliefs have intensified the hostilities between the nations. Critical thinking and analysis/synthesis skills will be practiced as students explore concepts such as the other, humanity, conflict resolution and peace making in relationship to the historical events and conditions that characterize this conflict.  Students will complete the unit by participating in a simulated conference focused on conflict resolution of the Palestine/Israel issue. 

Essential Questions
1. What factors prevent and promote the creation of a peaceful and just state?

2. Why did the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict start; why has it continued; and what are the key issues that must be addressed for it to end? 
3. Can multiple and competing narratives be reconciled to achieve peace and security? 
4.  How does the concept of the other play out in this conflict, and in which ways have people on both sides ignored and celebrated the humanity of the other? 
Unit Questions
1. What influences peoples’ historical and personal narratives and perspectives?
2. Why is it important to study the Palestinian/Israeli conflict and how is this conflict important to the study/understanding of the greater Middle East region?
3. Which historical events have contributed to/exacerbated the conflict?
4. What is the current political, social, and economic situation of the region? 
5. What are the major issues standing in the way of resolving the conflict?
6. What makes this conflict unique compared to other historical conflicts between groups of people? 
7. What is the role of the United States and the world community in this conflict? 

Assessment
1. Group and Class Discussions 
2. Quizzes and Unit Test
3. Conference Simulation 

Standards
10.9 Students analyze the international developments in the post-World World War II world.
· Understand how the forces of nationalism developed in the Middle East, how the Holocaust affected world opinion regarding the need for a Jewish state, and the significance and effects of the location and establishment of Israel on world affairs.

10.10 Students analyze instances of nation-building in the contemporary world in at least two of the following regions or countries: the Middle East, Africa, Mexico and other parts of Latin America, and China. 

· Understand the challenges in the regions, including their geopolitical, cultural, military, and economic significance and the international relationships in which they are involved. 

· Describe the recent history of the regions, including political divisions and systems, key leaders, religious issues, natural features, resources, and population patterns. 

· Discuss the important trends in the regions today and whether they appear to serve the cause of individual freedom and democracy. 
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